CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAII No. 19-49, CD1

RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE A REPAIR AND MITIGATION
PLAN FOR THE INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES OCCURRING IN PALOLO VALLEY
ALONG WAIOMAO ROAD, KUAHEA STREET, AND KUAHEA PLACE.

WHEREAS, the residents of Waiomao Road, Kuahea Street, and Kuahea Place
are currently faced with a number of significant concerns such as: buckling and cracked
streets, sewage leaks, water and electricity outages, and potential landslides; and

WHEREAS, the residents of Waiomao Road, Kuahea Street, and Kuahea Place
have been subject to these infrastructure concerns for a number of years, with little to
no assistance from the City and County of Honolulu ("City"}); and

WHEREAS, these infrastructure issues are a direct threat to the health and
safety of the residents of Waiomac Road, Kuahea Street, and Kuahea Place and to the
general public; and

WHEREAS, in a story dated July 26, 2017, HawaiiNewsNow stated that the
cause of the issues with the roads, infrastructure, and land is due to a "serious ground
erosion problem"; and

WHEREAS, the same July 26, 2017, HawaiiNewsNow article also noted that the
City had hired a company to repair the damage to Kuahea Street, however, the work
was never completed; and

WHEREAS a geological survey by the U.S. Department of the Interior on the
relation of slow-moving landslides to earth materials and other factors in valleys of the
Honolulu District of Oahu, Hawaii, published in 1995 ("Survey"), noted the landslide on
Waiomao Road and existing problems with land stabilization, stating:

"Slow-moving landslides have been a costly problem in Honolulu since
about 1954 (Peck, 1959). A landslide that occurred at that time on
Waiomao Road in Palolo Valley was extensively studied to design
stabilization measures (Peck, 1959,1967,1968). Attempts at stabilization
were unsuccessful, however, and ultimately about 40 homes on the
landslide were demolished. . . ."

(Survey, at page 2); and

WHEREAS the Survey further notes that the rainfall in Palolo Valley is a
contributing factor to slow-moving landslides, stating:
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"Rainfall is important to slow-moving landslides in two ways. First,
subsurface water pressure, which is an immediate cause of movement, is
related directly to amount of rainfall (Baum and Reid, 1992). Rate of
landslide movement at Waiomao Road in Palolo Valley, for example, has
been correlated with rainfall in the preceding 10-day period (Peck, 1967). .

(Survey, at page 5); and

WHEREAS, according to a report by the University of Hawaii's School of Ocean
and Earth Sciences and Technology entitled "Mapping the Susceptibility to Slow-Moving
Landslides on O‘ahu,” published in May of 2018, early investigations of slow-moving
landslides on O‘ahu focused on two landslides that occurred in new developments in
Honolulu in the 1950s and 1960s: the Waiomao Slide in Palolo Valley (subdivision
completed late 1952; problems noticed by March 1954) (Peck, 1959) and the Hind luka
landslide in Aina Haina (development approved 1956; movement noticed in early 1966)
(Peck, 1968). Although those two landslides were studied and remedial measures
attempted, few studies were conducted on a regional scale; and

WHEREAS,; in light of the historical documentation of slow-moving landslides
along Waiomao Road, Kuahea Street, and Kuahea Place, and existing conditions in
Palolo Valley that would hinder stabilization of the area, a geological study on a regional
scale may be necessary to accurately assess the existing ground conditions; and

WHEREAS, since the property directly above Kuahea Street is owned by the
State of Hawaii, the City should work with the State of Hawaii in conducting the
geological survey of the region; and

WHEREAS, the City is responsible for the maintenance and repair of City-owned
infrastructure, such as roads, and sewer and water pipes, and drainage systems, as
well as the safety and welfare of the public affected by infrastructure issues; now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it urges
the City Administration to provide a repair and mitigation plan for infrastructure issues in
Palolo Valley along Waiomao Road, Kuahea Street, and Kuahea Place; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administration work with the State of
Hawaii to cooperatively assess and investigate the area above Kuahea Street, Kuahea
Place, and Waiomao Road, and conduct a region-wide geological survey which may
determine the cause of earth movemenit in the area; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Managing Director, the Director of Transportation Services, the Chief
Engineer of the Department of Facility Maintenance, the Director of Environmental
Services, the Manager and Chief Engineer of the Board of Water Supply, Senator Les
Ihara, Speaker Emeritus Calvin Say, and the Chairperson of the State of Hawaii
Department of Land and Natural Resources.

INTRODUCED BY:

Ann Kobayashi

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

February 28, 2019
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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CERTIFICATE
RESOLUTION 19-49, CD1

PUBLIC
; ; T INFRASTRUCTURE,
Introduced: 02/28/19 By:  ANN KOBAYASH| Committee: TECHNOLOGY AND
SUSTAINABILITY
Title: RESOLUTION URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE A REPAIR AND MITIGATION PLAN FOR THE
INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES OCCURRING IN PALOLO VALLEY ALONG WAIOMAO ROAD, KUAHEA STREET, AND
KUAHEA PLACE.
Voting Legend: * = Aye w/Reservations
03/25/19 PUBLIC CR-83 - RESOLUTION REPORTED OUT OF COMMITTEE FOR ADOPTION AS
INFRASTRUCTURE, AMENDED IN CD1 FORM.
TECHNOLOGY AND
SUSTAINABILITY
04117118 COUNCIL CR-83 AND RESCLUTION 19-49, CD1 AS AMENDED WERE ADOPTED.

9 AYES: ANDERSON, ELEFANTE, FORMBY, FUKUNAGA, KOBAYASHI, MANAHAN,
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I hereby ceriify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu on this RESOLUTION.

GLEN I T@, CITY CLERK

AIR AND PRESIDING OFFICER



